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Beginning the New Year
By Jim Hendley, FC

As we welcome the New Year, I would en-

courage each member to take up a New Year’s Reso-

lution to become more active in the Flotilla. Our

members are very diverse in culture, heritage and ex-

perience and these qualities are what make each

member a valuable asset to the Auxiliary Commu-

nity. Additionally, these same qualities are what en-

hance our ability to promote boating safety and

awareness to the public.

January is the planning springboard for the

year’s activities and events.  Beginning February,

our Flotilla will be participating in the Anchors

Away Boat Show the 7th through 10th at the De-

na’ina Center.  The spring Boating Skills and Sea-

manship class begins February 12 through April 9 at

the BP Energy Center.  The D-l 7 Summit will be at

the Sheraton Hotel February 22 through 24.  The

Great Alaskan Sportsman Show, held at the Sullivan

Arena March 28 through 31.  If you enjoy meeting

the public and chatting about boating safety, these

are great places to start.  I encourage you to sign up

and work our booth at either the boat show or

sportsman show, or both.  If you are interested in

teaching any of the safety classes, please contact

Katie Parmelee, FSO Member Training, or Mark

Parmelee, FSO Public Education. They will be

happy to help you with the instructor qualification

course.  There are a number of areas in boating

safety and each of us has experience and knowledge

that we can pass on to our fellow boaters.

Remember there are many areas that mem-

bers can participate.  In addition to those mentioned

above are Public Affairs, AUX Chef (this is a new

area), Materials, Information Services, Finance, Op-

erations and Human Resources just to name a few.

Pick an area that interest you and speak to the FSO

about it and how you can be of assistance.  Sit in on

some of the public boating safety classes.  You never

know where your interest will lead you. Explore all

the areas and I am sure each member will find an

area that suits their abilities and interest.

As mentioned earlier, I encourage each mem-

ber to become more active this year and share your

talents with our fellow Auxiliarist and the boating

public.  Your time and efforts will make a difference.
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Anchors Aweigh Boat Show 
By Ronda Corson

The 2013 Anchors Aweigh Boat Show is right

around the corner and is scheduled for February 7-

10th at the Dena’ina Center. We are all looking for-

ward to another successful venture this year.                                                                                

The boat show is one of the most important

opportunities we have to come in contact with the

very population/demographic we exist to serve, the

boating community, it is the perfect place to meet and

inform them of all we have to offer, from classes to

vessel inspections. Jim Hendley will be offering an-

other talk on “Equipment forYour boat”, it was very

well received last year! I will have the sign up sheet

for volunteers available at this months meeting this

Wednesday, save the dates and come to the boat

show! It’s a blast!

District 17 Annual Summit
The District 17 Annual Summit begins Febru-

ary 22 and willbe held at the Sheraton Anchorage

Hotel & Spa, 401 E. 6th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska.  

Registration closes January 30, 2013. You can

access the registration form on the District 17 web

site at http://a170.uscgaux.info/ click to enter

and open the “New” 2013 Summit Registration.

There is a variety of classes offered all three days to

meet your auxiliary goals.  

Friday you may choose to attend the various

classes or attend the Division and District Board

meetings.

Saturday morning begins with the Opening

Ceremony at 8:00 am.  Later is the Awards Luncheon

at noon.  The Fun Night theme is “Trappers and Min-

ers – Fur Rondy Theme” with costume judging.  

Sunday the classes continue and Sunday be-

ginning at 6:00 pm is the Formal Banquet and

Awards Presentations. 

Check the Summit Schedule for times and lo-

cations of the classes and events. Don’t forget to visit

the District Store.  All members are encouraged to at-

tend.  

Public Education
By Mark Parmelee, FSO-PE

February 12th marks the start of the Spring

BS&S class.  Class will run Tuesdays until April 9th.

The first night Terri will be preparing receipts, Russ

and Kathy will lead  “Knots and Lines”‘ and Jim

Hendley will be offering the “Equipment” chapter.

The following week Bill Reiter will be doing the

“Trailering” chapter.  We will look forward to one or

more units from Dave Brubaker.  Later Russ will re-

turn to offer two nights of “Navigation”.   

Your 2013 FSO-PE, Mark Parmelee, is resolv-

ing issues as they arrive. Look for the class flyer to be

emailed to you soon.  They will also be at the January

9th flotilla meeting.  Please post wherever boaters

congregate.  It truly takes a village to run a BS&S

class and all help is appreciated to publicize and sup-

port the class.

Social Media
By Mark Parmelee

Photos, flyers and more of the Whittier Flotilla

are visible at the Whittier Flotilla Facebook group.

There may even be a photo of you there but you won’t

know unless you ask Tom Kane to add you to the

group.  Many members of the flotilla have taken the

plunge and joined the fun on Facebook. Only 9 of us

though are in the closed group.  Let Tom know if you

already Facebook and want in.  If you haven’t joined

Facebook this is just one more reason to consider

joining.  

Please note only members of the group see ex-

clusive photos of the golden key presentation at the

holiday party.  Come join the fun



Station Whittier
By Jared Nelson                                                                                                        

Much needed renovations to the Station Whit-

tier Caboose started this month. Spearheading the re-

pairs are Jim Hendley and Jared Nelson.  The main

issues currently addressed are the leaks in the roof

and around the windows, the ceiling and walls in the

middle of the caboose.  Water damage has caused

some rotting.  Replacing the main entry door will

prevent the rain intrusion due to the wind blowing the

rain in from around the door. Once the water damage

is fixed, we will be updating the electrical and adding

new lighting including a new circuit breaker in the

caboose and hopefully a couple more outlets.  Con-

tact Jared or Jim with your ideas or items for the ren-

ovation. 

Friday January 4th we worked seven hours

between the two of us and we accomplished a lot. We

cleared the front portion of the caboose including

most of the items on the walls. . We then started de-

construction that included removing all of the old

light fixtures, some wiring, and parts of the ceiling. 

The most notable part of the deconstruction

so far is the removal of the old venting from the old

heater, which has opened it up, a bit and has made it

easier to get to the ceiling, and to complete the re-

placement. 

Photos provided by Jared Nelson

Publications
By Cathey Sterling, FSO-PB 

The flotilla newsletter is a good way to pro-

vide information to all the flotilla members and vari-

ous auxiliarists throughout the state.  

Reporting upcoming events can generate in-

terest and increase participation.  The same is true

with reporting the upcoming training.  Reporting the

participation and outcomes of these events may spur

additional interest and even ideas for participation in

other events. 

Articles about items of interest to the flotilla

members are welcome.  Participation in the newslet-

ter by each member is important.  

When submitting photos the name of the pho-

tographer and the date and location of the event are

required.  

Send all submissions to Cathey Sterling at

alaskaaux@gci.net
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MEMBER TRAINING

The AUXOP, or "Operational Auxiliarist"

Program is an advanced training program available to

members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary who wish to

increase their practical relevance to Coast Guard mis-

sions, and better assist the Coast Guard to fulfill

needed skill sets. Members who successfully com-

plete their training are authorized to wear the presti-

gious AUXOP Device, shown here, and their

membership level advances from Initially Qualified

(IQ) or Basic Qualified (BQ) to Operational Auxil-

iarist (AX), or just "AUXOP".

The program has sometimes been called the

"Ph.D of the Auxiliary", and members who attain

AUXOP status should be justly proud of their accom-

plishment, increased utility to the Auxiliary and to

the Coast Guard, and in their ability to serve as role

models for their shipmates.

Qualification Requirements

In order to qualify as an Operational Auxiliarist, the

member must successfully obtain a minimum of

seven (7) credits from three categories of courses.

Each of the courses requires a proctored,

closed-book final examination with a minimum pass-

ing grade of 75%. The program was dramatically re-

vised effective January 1, 2011 from six (6) specific

specialty courses to a much broader selection, as out-

lined below, that allow the Auxiliarist a much wider

latitutude in pursuing knowledge and skills in his or

her areas of interest.

Course categories and requirements are as follows: 

• Required core courses, worth one credit each

(3 available, all are required);

• Leadership course, worth one credit (5 avail-

able; credit given only for one)

• Elective courses, credits as shown (numerous

available)

Core Courses

The required core courses are as follows. Each is

worth one (1) credit, and all are required:

• Auxiliary Weather Specialty Course

(AUXWEA)

• Auxiliary Seamanship Specialty Course

(AUXSEA)

• Auxiliary Communications Specialty Course

(AUXCOM)

Although the curriculum for the AUXCOM

course changed significantly in the fall of 2010,

members who successfully completed the previous

AUXCOM speciality by December 31, 2010, will

meet the requirements.

Leadership Courses

Candidates will be required to complete one of the

following leadership courses, worth one credit each.

Regardless of the number of leadership courses

taken, however, only one (1) credit will be applied to

AUXOP qualification.

• Auxiliary Leadership and Management

(AUXLAMS),

• Auxiliary Mid-Level Officers Course

(AMLOC),

• Auxiliary District Captain Course,

• Flotilla Leadership Course (FLC),*

• Auxiliary Senior Officers Course (ASOC).

*The Flotilla Leadership Course (FLC) is available in

both a classroom and an online version.

Elective Courses

Auxiliarists will be required to complete their

AUXOP credits by completing a combination of the

following elective courses, totaling three (3) or more

credits:

• Auxiliary Search Coordination and Execution

Specialty Course (AUXSC&E) (the Auxiliary Navi-

gation Specialty Course (AUXNAV) is a pre-requi-

site for AUXSC&E) - 2 credits.

• Auxiliary Navigation Specialty Course

(AUXNAV) - 2 credits.

• Introduction to Marine Safety - 2 credits.



• Auxiliary Patrol Specialty Course (AUXPAT)

- 1 credit.

• Auxiliary Aids-to-Navigation (ATON) and

Chart Updating C-school (AUX-06) - 1 credit.

• Coast Guard Incident Command System

(ICS) 300 & 400 (ICS 210 cannot be used as a substi-

tution) - 1 credit.

• Auxiliary Air Coordinator C-school (AUX-

15) – 1 credit.

• Specialty ICS Courses – 1 or 2 credits (see

below)

Specialty ICS Courses

Specialty ICS courses accrue one credit for comple-

tion of the in-class course and one credit for the com-

pletion of the Performance Qualification Standard

(PQS) for a possible two credits. If an in-class course

is not available, then the PQS must be completed for

1 credit.

The specialty ICS Courses include: 

• ICS 346 (Situation Unit Leader)

• ICS 347 (Demobilization Unit Leader)

• ICS 348 (Resources Unit Leader)

• ICS 430 (Operations Section Chief)

• ICS 440 (Planning Section Chief)

• ICS 351 (Finance Section Chief)

The formerly-offered Auxiliary Search-and-Rescue

Specialty Course (AUXSAR) and the Auxiliary Ad-

ministration Course (AUXADM), if completed suc-

cessfully, may be substituted for any elective course

above, on a one-for-one basis, at one (1) credit each.

Members who successfully complete all

AUXOP requirements are entitled to wear the

AUXOP Device shown above. Until that time, mem-

bers who who have completed one or more of the

specialty courses above are permitted to wear the

Auxiliary Specialty

Ribbon, right, with

one or more 3/16"

Bronze or Silver

Stars indicating the successful completion of another

course. When AUXOP qualification is attained, the

ribbon is no longer worn.

Additional Information

Additional information about the courses mentioned

above may be found elsewhere on this site, via the

menus at the left. In particular, the six specialty

courses AUXACN, AUXCOM, AUXPAT,

AUXSC&E, AUXSEA, and AUXWEA have links in

this section, Leadership courses under "Leadership

Courses", and so forth.
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http://cgauxalaska.org/

http://www.cgauxwhittier.org/
FSO-PB Cathey Sterling

P.O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521
907-529-7353 alaskaaux@gci.net


